
 

 

October 4, 2013 
Foxes & Henhouses, Predators & Social Services 

One thing that was previously done right in Tribal Social Services, but which has 
been undone in 2013 is this:  Overseeing/ Monitoring Tribal Social Services Issues 
used to be the provenance of a Board which consisted of one member from each 
district.  

When a case came up that had to do with a Board Member’s family or their district, 
they were recused, not allowed to participate.  That accomplished two things: It 
removed the element of bias and it prevented anyone from having to be the one to 
charge their family. 

Given the size of the communities and the size of the families, there’s bound to be a 
major conflict of interest no matter what, to each of them, sooner or later.  

Under the new Tribal Council Program Monitor List Tribal Social Services is now 
monitored by one person and one person only. In this case, it is Joel Redfox, who is 
himself, a sex offender having been found guilty/pled guilty to sexual assault about 
2 years ago. (Remember Halloween, Joel?) 

Worse, Joel’s own cousin’s daughter is in the system because her father, Kyle, so 
viciously abused and molested her she had to be protected.  When she was 
hospitalized last year, after one of these vicious attacks, Joel rushed to her bedside 
to make her shut up and not file charges. Think about that. This is Russ McDonald’s 
pick for monitoring Social Services. Clearly, he has either no clue what it takes to fix 
that broken system, or he likes it being as broken as he can make it.  

That young girl was one of the children taken away from a foster parent who is 
being to this day, retaliated against for standing up and daring to defend the 
children in her care from a violent rapist.  That foster parent also lost her license on 
some contrived excuse by the previous Director, Paul Hutchinson, who was angry 
because she was trying to protect the kids he was trying, in court, to reunite with 
their rapist father.  

When she was stripped of her license, she lost all the kids, including the ones she 
protected.  Her license has been returned to her, but not the children.  One keeps 
running away from the home he is in, which is by all accounts, inadequate, uncaring 
and even though he was missing for 3 days, they did not file a missing person 
report until 48 hours later.   

That boy keeps running back to his previous foster mother, and had, for 3 days and 
nights, huddled in the cold behind her house because he didn’t want to get her in 
trouble.  He finally couldn’t take it anymore and knocked on her door.  It was a very 
cold Sunday night.  

Russ McDonald threatened the woman again with the loss of her license. He 
immediately had the boy forcibly removed by police, which adds to the trauma of a 
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young teen already so brutalized he’s losing his grip on hope.  Russ McDonald then 
tore into Betty Jo Krenz, because she is the woman that the Foster mother called 
out of desperation, because the Tribal Social Services system is still so broken, no 
one knows what to do.  Betty Jo called Russ McDonald to have him intervene on 
behalf of the boy, and instead, he attacked the Foster mother, Betty Jo and had the 
kid hauled out as if he was a criminal.   

The Foster mother has been trying to regain that boy, and his siblings ever since 
they were removed from her and put in a home where clearly, they can be missing 
for days before anyone notices.  He ran back to the only place he knew was safe, 
the only person that ever protected him and the foster mother reached out to the 
only person that ever tried to help her in a crisis.   

Russ McDonald threatens anyone that might seek help from the one person who 
ever cared about how Tribal Social Services is run, and the only person still fighting 
to get changes to make it more humane, and to rescue children who are, despite 
two years of Mandated Reports, still in the hands of predators, many of whom are 
registered sex offenders.  

Russ McDonald sees no problem with the obvious conflict of interest in having Joel 
Redfox, who is both a convicted sex offender, and who has one of the most serious 
cases of child abuse in his own family, overseeing the Tribal Social Services.  

People may think I am being harsh on Joel and Leander Russell McDonald here.  
They might say that there are rules and protocols that if not followed, the system 
cannot work and it is up to all of us to follow those rules and protocols.  

I could not agree more. For instance, the rules and protocols for responding to any 
Mandated Report have yet to be followed by anyone in the Tribe, the BIA, The FBI, 
The DOJ, the USAG and the ACF with the exception of Thomas Sullivan, who has 
issued the 13 Mandated Reports.  

Come to think of it, Leander Russell McDonald, as Chairman, has yet to respond to 
the very same rules he demands and threatens others to be held to. The Rules 
must be followed by everyone.  Especially those in a position of authority who allow 
sex offenders to monitor Social Services. 

Allowing rules to be selectively enforced, strictly to punish or demean anyone that 
has spoken out about the abuses and corruption, is in itself, furtherance of those 
abuses, and that corruption.   

Further, to prove this is an arbitrary retaliation on the part of Social Services and 
Chairman McDonald, there is another case, almost identical, where a young teen 
boy ran away from one foster home and returned to his previous foster home, 
where he felt safe and protected.  
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That foster parent called the Tribal Social Services, the BIA and none of them did 
anything. In fact, I doubt she has even received compensation for his upkeep. 
However, they decided to just leave him there because he was happier there.  

It's been over six months. And I agree, he is better off with that foster mom. But why 
can't that same latitude be granted to the other Foster mom?  One is treated like a 
criminal, the other gets a shrug off. 

There were no squad cars pulling up to yank him out and throw him away.  There 
was no chairman calling up to threaten both the foster mother nor Betty Jo Krenz.  

But then again, that foster mother didn’t have to go to court to prevent a rapist that 
was being encouraged by Tribal Social Services, to seek custody of the children he 
had raped.  She never ‘embarrassed’ the predators and their enablers, so she gets 
to keep the child, protect him, nurture him and raise him.  

But those still angry that this abuse and corruption was brought into the light, still 
have the power to continue the nightmares for these children and their Foster 
mother.  

And who is the one monitoring it?  A man who pled guilty to sexual assault.  A man 
who also brags that he can rape any woman in his district that he wants, if she is on 
Social Assistance or Housing Assistance, because if she complains or files 
charges, he’ll cut off the assistance and throw her and her family out into the street.  

This is why we need two things: First, remove Joel Redfox as Monitor of Tribal 
Social Services. He is clearly unfit. Second, replace this monitoring position with the 
board that once had oversight and run it by those common sense rules.  

There is a third thing you can do. Remove Joel Redfox.  Why the Chairman keeps 
him as Vice Chair is a mystery, unless they have more in common than is presently 
visible.  

Russ assigning Joel to Social Services shows he is either corrupt or incompetent. 
You need to find someone of integrity and competence to replace him.  You can’t 
go backwards to previous corrupt Tribal Council Members and expect any changes, 
except for it to get worse than it already is.  

The rest of us, outside the rez, we can demand that the parties in charge, all of 
them, immediately respond to the 13 Mandated Reports issued by Thomas 
Sullivan.  DOJ, USAG, HHS, BIA and the Governor whose token Indian, Scott 
Davis can find time to attend photo ops and to promote Bush Foundation Projects, 
but won’t hold a meeting on the child abuse issues because he has more important 
things to do? They are all wasting Taxpayer dollars if they can’t, in this one small 
place, protect the children from their friends and political cronies.  
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Without the people in charge following the rules and protocols, the system is just 
plain unworkable.  It starts at the top. If it is corrupt at lower echelons, it is only 
because it is allowed and encouraged from the top.  

 

Out of Nowhere 

These abuses in Indian Country, on every reservation, have been allowed to fester 
and multiply because they are generally remote communities and in the middle of 
nowhere, so government can indulge itself at the expense of Human Beings who 
only have laws that punish them, none that protect them.   

Many have prospered and become powerful and wealthy while abusing the people 
they were supposed to protect, or by allowing others to abuse at will.  They don’t 
want this fixed. WE do.  

NOTE: The more it’s broken, the more there are suicides and the more 
suicides, the more pathetic the plea for more Federal funds to funnel into 
Spirit Lake, and into the pockets of those who get to decide, with no 
government oversight, where that money goes.  

We saw that in one month alone, Peggy Cavenaugh gave $65K in illegal 
severance bonuses to members of her own family.  That is a fraction of what 
she has embezzled, appropriated, squandered.  And she is just ONE of the 
corrupt who was running programs.  

When the people running the system are the ones breaking it, we should all be 
concerned.  The violence we see today is the violence we turned our backs on 
when they were children, crying for rescue.  

Nothing “Just Happens”. Even meteors don’t “just fall from the sky”.  Everything is 
set on a path long before the event happens. If you can see that path now, you can 
change the future, or just wait until the violence strikes your home, your loved ones, 
‘out of nowhere’.  These are not ‘meteors’, these are children being badly abused 
today and sent onto a path of violence, suicide, law-breaking.  

We can see it. We can change it.  

You know where to find me. 

~Cat 


